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Colours
Anyone with a computer and printer knows   the 3 colours  you need for your printer, to produce any colour you want. –
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Cyan – (blue)

Magenta – (purple)

Yellow – (yellow)

But,apart from the coloured inks, we have coloured   lights, and the computer can generate a multitude of colours.
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There are Primary Colours for lights. When you shine these together in different combinations you can make any colour you like.Notice on the picture,in the middle there is white light which results from shining all the lights together – just like a prism splits the light up into its colours,the colours can be joined back together again to make white.
When white light passes through a prism, it is split into its colours – colours we see in a rainbow.
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Rainbow colours are the result of the sunlight  passing through rain droplets and being reflected back at us.
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On the other hand,paints are the colour they are because they absorb every colour except the one they reflect. That is,a green paint will absorb every colour and reflect only green, which is what we see.

Mixing paints gives an almost infinite combination of colours.
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Worldwide, everyone associates certain colours with certain temperatures. For example,on a weather map, very,very hot is red, while very very cold is blue.

Rainbows  represent happy things, such as these shoes, or birthday cake.
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Not everyone can see every colour – some people are colour blind.
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There is red-green colour blindness and there is blue colourblindness.

In the back of the eye – the retina – are  special cells  called “cones”  ,that pick up the colours our brain sees.

There are some expressions using colours for feelings:

“He’s feeling a bit blue”   or “He’s got the blues”  

Both mean “He is unhappy”

Red is used for negative bank balances:

“He is in the red”  means he owes money.

“He’s a colourful character” means he is jovial, vivacious and probably wears bright clothes.

“He feels a bit off colour”  means he is unwell.

“His colour is better today” means he looks well compared to before.

Colours are also used to code items, such as clothing sizes.

This colour coding is almost universal for clothing stores ,so for example a Blue coathanger denotes Large ,a Yellow one denotes Small etc.
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Finally, there are many special events which are described as “ a festival of colour”. Spring flowers could be described like this – meaning many bright and varied colours of the flowers.
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